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the porterage available. The North Col was, how-
ever, within range, and he therefore accompanied
Finch and Geoffrey Bruce as they set out on May
24th for what may be called the oxygen assault
on the mountain. That night they spent at the
North Col camp, and leaving Noel there Finch
and party started off up the mountain on
May 25th.
Twelve porters carrying oxygen cylinders, pro-
visions for one day, and camping gear, accom-
panied Finch, Bruce and Tejbir, the porters start-
ing first and the climbers one and a half hours later.
These latter were carrying a load of over thirty
pounds each, for such is the weight of the oxygen
apparatus, but through being able to reinforce
themselves by inhaling oxygen they overtook
the porters at about 24,500 feet and pressed on,
hoping to pitch a camp at about 26,000 feet.
This proved, however, to be impossible ; for at
about one o'clock the wind freshened and snow
fell, the weather generally began to look threaten-
ing, and a site for a camp had to be sought for at
once, as the porters would have to return to the
North Col and their lives must not be endangered
through having to descend in a blizzard.
The altitude at which the party now stood was
25,500 feet. It was lower than the climbers had
aimed at reaching, and even that was farther
than advisable from the summit ; it still left
3000 feet to be climbed, and so big a climb
might not be possible. But, no more being pos-